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The Adoration of the Magi, Giotto di Bondone. Circa 1305 - Italy.

Advent
Advent is a word that means “arrival.” It is a four-week period in which the Church 
looks back to Jesus’ first coming, and looks ahead to his promise to come again to 
make all things new. Just as John the Baptizer told the Jewish people to “prepare” for 
the Lord’s coming, we need to prepare ourselves to celebrate Jesus’ coming, pay atten-
tion to how he is present in our lives, and prepare for his coming again.

The Christian Church has observed a Christmas season since the 4th century. There 
was always a period of preparation before Christmas Day, which varied from between 
3 to 7 weeks. In the 10th century the 4-week pattern was finally settled. European 
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ABOUT THIS BOOK



Christians used greenery and candles to enhance the season, and that practice has 
caught on in the United States and around the world in recent years.  

Seasons such as Advent and Christmas are ripe opportunities to begin or renew a life 
of Christian spiritual practices.  These thematic readings have been prepared with the 
hope that Advent will be a time of renewal and transformation for you. 

How to use this prayerbook
Each Sunday set aside time to spend with the weekly text. Read it, ingest it, reflect on 
it, and pray through it. 

Days Monday through Saturday each contain a simple pattern, or liturgy, for daily 
prayer and Scripture reading. The “Psalm,” “Scripture readings,” and “Prayer for the 
Week” portions change from day-to-day. Simply look for the bolded references.   

During the “Prayers” section, also take time to lift to God your needs, as well as the 
needs, joys and sorrows of those you love, your church, neighborhood, and the world.  

You can use this prayerbook individually, or pray and read the Scriptures together 
with your spouse, family, home group, or friends. Grab a journal if it might enhance 
your reflection.

About 
The 2013 Advent/Christmas Prayerbook is a combined effort of Liberti Church and 
Restoration Living. 

All Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 
© 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Prayers for the Week are from the Revised Common Lectionary copyright 1992 Consul-
tation on Common Texts. Used by permission.
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Jared Ayers serves as preaching pastor of Liberti Church, with campuses in Center City and Main 
Line Philadelphia. He is married to Monica, and they've been graced with two sons (Brennan and 
Kuyper) and a daughter (Rae Ann). 

Paul Burkhart is a deacon at Liberti Church and MDIV student at Western Theological Seminary. 
He works in social work, mainly in the areas of mental health and street homelessness. He blogs 
at the Long Way Home.

Adam Lorenz. Beard, Bikes, Bible. The first comes and goes, the second is his healthy unhealthy 
obsession, and the third is what he’s committed his life to. 

Linda Lyzenga is a Spiritual Director, lifelong learner, and student with the Allender Center for 
the Lay Counseling Certificate Program. She lives with her husband, Jim, in Western Michigan.

Arlene Navarro has been with the Liberti community since she moved to Philadelphia from NYC 
in 2004. A counselor and an entrepreneur, one who loves bold red wine and stinky cheeses.

Brad Nelson is a speaker, pastor, and writer who lives with his family under the live oaks of Cen-
tral Florida. 

Katharine Savage has been committed to Philadelphia for 13 years. She is wife to Brian and mom 
to Lily, Susannah and Gabriel.

Jen Wise is the Director of Groups at Liberti Church and Managing Editor of Restoration Living. 
She lives with her husband and two sons in Bryn Mawr, Pa. 

Jon Wise is the Worship and Arts Director at Liberti Church and a freelance Creative Director. 
He lives with his wife and two sons in Bryn Mawr, Pa. 

Carissa Woodwyk is a writer, speaker, therapist, and advocate for the human heart. She is co-
author of Before You Were Mine. She and her husband have two children and live near Grand 
Rapids, MI.
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Annunciation to the Shepherds, Unknown Master. Circa 1475 - Belgium.

HOPING FOR PEACE
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Isaiah 2:1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall 
stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the moun-
tain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusa-
lem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more. Judgment Pronounced on Arrogance. O house of Jacob, come, let us 
walk in the light of the Lord!
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WEEK ONE, SUNDAY



WORSHIP

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 124

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

 - “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE Genesis 8:1-19, Romans 6:1-11

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

God of justice and peace,  
from the heavens you rain down mercy and kindness,  
that all on earth may stand in awe and wonder  
before your marvelous deeds.  
Raise our heads in expectation,  
that we may yearn for the coming day of the Lord  
and stand without blame before your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

                 - Weekly Prayer 
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WEEK ONE, MONDAY



REFLECTION
- Jared Ayers

As a kid, I hated waiting. As the radio stations started playing Christmas music in December and my 
Mom would lovingly string boughs of evergreen pine twined with twinkling white lights round our house, 
my Dad had a peculiar, torturous ritual designed to teach me and my two younger brothers to wait. He 
would buy all of our Christmas presents sometime in the first few weeks of December, wrap them in col-
orful paper, and place them tantalizingly under the tree, right out in the open. Then he’d tell us, “Boys, 
those are your presents. Mom and I are excited to give them to you. But if you open them before Christ-
mas, I’m going to take them all back to the store.”

He never made good on that threat, despite a few infractions over the years. But, all these years later, 
waiting is still hard. This is why Advent is such a sage gift to people like us. “Advent” simply means 
“coming,” or “arrival,” and it’s the season of the year in which the Christian family looks back to God’s 
first coming among us in the person of Jesus, and strains on tiptoes to look ahead to the Great Day 
when Jesus has promised to come again to make all things new.  

Isaiah 2.1-5 offers us a poetic glimpse of what this great future will look like “in days to come” (2.2).  
God will unite a worldwide family in communion with him; the painful injustices of the world will be 
righted; weapons will become obsolete. Then, the passage finishes with this flourish: “Come, let us 
walk in the light of the LORD!”  (2.5)

This is what Advent teaches us to do: to live now with one eye on God’s great future, which has burst 
into our present through Jesus Christ. So, this December, I’m praying that I’ll actually learn to slow 
down, and learn to wait. I pray that you will too. Come, let’s walk in Jesus’ light together...
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WEEK ONE, MONDAY
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WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 124

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 54:1-10, Hebrews 11:32-40

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

God of justice and peace,  
from the heavens you rain down mercy and kindness,  
that all on earth may stand in awe and wonder  
before your marvelous deeds.  
Raise our heads in expectation,  
that we may yearn for the coming day of the Lord  
and stand without blame before your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

                     - Weekly Prayer 

WEEK ONE, TUESDAY
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WEEK ONE, TUESDAY

REFLECTION
- Brad Nelson

In 2005, a surprising symbol of peace sat at the entrance to the British National Museum in London. It 
was called “The Tree of Life,” a reference to the tree that sat at the center of the Garden of Eden. The 
sculpture, meticulously welded together by Christian artists, came from the war torn country of Mozam-
bique. Years of conflict had resulted in a build up of dangerous weapons caches throughout the coun-
try. Isaiah’s vision of instruments of death being forged into instruments of life led to an offer of amnesty: 
Guns in exchange for gardening tools. It was from the disassembled grenade launchers, pistols and 
machine guns that the artists re-imagined the Tree of Life.

Advent is something like that: A strange mixture of life and death, the longing for peace and the simulta-
neous and suffocating experience of its absence. Peace seems a long way off. The light we hope to 
someday walk in is so choked out by the darkness of the nightly news it’s tempting to succumb to the 
cynicism that the world is getting progressively worse. Such are the last days.

But no, not quite. The prophet does not share in the usual cynicism about last days. Instead, he envi-
sions last days in which the LORD’s temple are established and people make deliberate choices to 
stream there and walk in the light of the LORD. They make conscious decisions to take the very things 
that were meant for death and re-imagine them as instruments for life. In that sense, Advent is incredi-
bly participatory. Only God can bring the arrival for which we all await, the peace that will finally heal 
the fractured gap between our longing and ache, but we, with our choices, participate in making space 
for it to have its way in our midst. 
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WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 124

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 54:1-10, Matthew 30:23-35

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

God of justice and peace,  
from the heavens you rain down mercy and kindness,  
that all on earth may stand in awe and wonder  
before your marvelous deeds.  
Raise our heads in expectation,  
that we may yearn for the coming day of the Lord  
and stand without blame before your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

                       - Weekly Prayer 

WEEK ONE, WEDNESDAY



REFLECTION
- Jen Wise 

Tinnitus: n.  a. That roaring in your ears after a loud concert. b. That thing that happens sometimes 
when I climb into bed at night.

It’s not any one thing, but it’s the traffic, the close quarters of our street, the kid’s laughing-playing-
fighting-singing-calling “Mooo-ooom!” It’s the meetings, activities, errands, and phone calls. It’s my 
iPhone, iPad and laptop dinging, buzzing, ringing, demanding… almost in unison, but not quite. It’s the 
shuffle of home, work, friends, sports, and schoolwork. It’s the constant stream of busses, trains, and 
pedestrians that parade in front of our home. It’s the firehouse down the street. It’s just people, and eve-
rything, everywhere. 

I climb into bed. I exhale. It’s finally, almost quiet.

There is a similar weariness that I often feel from a different type of noise. This one isn’t as obvious, but 
I’m sure you’ve felt it too. It’s the constant rub of a broken relationship. It’s watching a young mom run 
the cycle of rehab-relapse-rehab-relapse. It’s the pull of trying, striving, and failing. It’s headlines, neigh-
borhood gossip - it’s diseases and disabilities and death. 

Some nights, when we climb into bed, that exhale moment never comes. The aches and pains of our 
world are still humming. We feel like we need a break. We need the broken pieces to be put back to-
gether - the tangled cords to be unraveled and laid straight. We need peace for ourselves, peace for us 
all. 

During Advent we anticipate the birth of Christ on Christmas Day. With great hope we also anticipate 
the fullness of what this birth means. We look forward with expectancy for all things to be made whole. 
We long for wounds to be healed. We hope for Peace to rest on earth.

So we wait. 

But we don’t wait passively, and we don’t wait in hiding. We have a clear calling as peacemakers. We 
move forward confidently, even when in weariness, to restore healing – to make things new – to usher in 
the Peace that will at last rest on us.

11

WEEK ONE, WEDNESDAY



 
WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

 Psalm 72:1-7;18,19

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 4:2-6, Acts 1:12-17,21-26

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

God of justice and peace,  
from the heavens you rain down mercy and kindness,  
that all on earth may stand in awe and wonder  
before your marvelous deeds.  
Raise our heads in expectation,  
that we may yearn for the coming day of the Lord  
and stand without blame before your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

                      - Weekly Prayer 
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WEEK ONE, THURSDAY
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WEEK ONE, THURSDAY

REFLECTION
- Paul Burkhart

This world is anything but peaceable. Humanity is relentless in the injustice and wickedness it inflicts 
around the world. And we can’t just blame all of this on free will, either. The natural world also rages 
against us with its own violence with staggering severity. And all of this hits home especially when it’s 
those closest to us that miss out on what little peace there seems to be in the world. 

We look at all of this and ask that oldest of questions: “Why?” But when we open the pages of Scripture, 
we don’t find answers to this seemingly core question running through our existence. The God of the 
Bible seems far more concerned with answering “what” questions than “why” questions–what is the na-
ture of reality? What is the problem with the world? What is the solution?

But there is good news for all of us that struggle to find peace in this world: Advent.
In Advent, God does not merely see our whys and disregard them as silly and human; he does not sim-
ply leave us on our own to wrestle and struggle and doubt. He still doesn’t answer our whys, but he 
looks at us and the world with compassion, acknowledges to us the way things are, joins us in crying 
out against it, and then he rolls up his sleeves to address it.

In Jesus’ coming at Advent–where the human and divine have found their meeting–the what of God and 
the why of humanity have become united. At his death, we see even God himself crying out from the 
bloodied cross “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”

In Advent, the God of “what” has brought our human “why” into his own divine experience.
And with the what and why of the world being joined in Jesus, he now becomes the answer to our every 
why. God has seen our broken and fractured world, and in Advent has become the leader in, as one 
writer calls it, “the parade of redemption.” And he invites us to join in, to see peace brought into this 
world, little by painfully little. 

I know this still isn’t intellectually satisfying for our whys—I get that. But our hope in this is not that this 
would be found logical, but that this might be seen as beautiful.
And that, at least for today, it might simply be enough.
And that we might worship.

With God having come among us to bring peace in the midst of chaos, how might you be an agent of 
that peace today? What places in your world cry out for its why to be answered by the what of Christ, 
and how might you speak it to that brokenness?
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WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 72:1-7;18,19

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

 - “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 30:19-26, Acts 13:16-25

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

God of justice and peace,  
from the heavens you rain down mercy and kindness,  
that all on earth may stand in awe and wonder  
before your marvelous deeds.  
Raise our heads in expectation,  
that we may yearn for the coming day of the Lord  
and stand without blame before your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

                     - Weekly Prayer 

WEEK ONE, FRIDAY
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WEEK ONE, FRIDAY

REFLECTION
- Jon Wise 

“Peace on earth and Goodwill toward men.”  To many of us, these feel like the fleeting words of a feel good 
moment like the end of “It’s a Wonderful Life” or “A Charlie Brown Christmas.” These words feel fleeting be-
cause we all know the condition of the world. And in moments of real honesty, we know the condition of our 
own hearts. It’s not really that peace is fleeting but more that war, malice and hatred are barely kept at bay. 

In reality, these words aren’t the trite utterance of an ancient fable; they are a proclamation of something 
new. A new way of living is being announced. It’s the jumpstart of something that we’ve been waiting for 
since the prophet Isaiah told us that one day we would “weep no more, that God would hear our cries and 
respond.”

God responded and continues to respond to our cries in the person and presence of Jesus. Yet, we still 
seek the peace that we know he offers. We still wait for the completion of the work that’s begun in him. As 
we wait, let us work towards the completion of what he began on the day that it was said, “Peace on earth 
and Goodwill toward men.”
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WEEK ONE,  SATURDAY
 
WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 72:1-7;18,19

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

 - “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 40:1-11, John 1:19-28

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

God of justice and peace,  
from the heavens you rain down mercy and kindness,  
that all on earth may stand in awe and wonder  
before your marvelous deeds.  
Raise our heads in expectation,  
that we may yearn for the coming day of the Lord  
and stand without blame before your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

                  - Weekly Prayer 
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WEEK ONE,  SATURDAY

REFLECTION
- Katharine Savage

Today many things may disrupt your peace. Maybe you work with someone who is consistently unkind, 
your spouse is not everything you dreamed of, you feel guilty because you let people down, your baby 
won’t sleep or someone is slowing your pace. Our greedy eyes roam the externals of our life hoping to find 
that one circumstance that will make us feel whole again or at least feel good today.

This struggle stands in sharp contrast to common Advent images. We sing Silent Night on Christmas Eve 
and as the last notes of “sleep in heavenly peace” ring out, a glowing image of baby Jesus, sleeping in a 
manager, comes to mind and a wave of bliss washes over us. Then, back out into the world and the kids 
are fighting, the anxiety rises and that feeling rarely lasts. How to grasp hold of that heavenly peace in the 
everyday moments of life? Infants sleep because they can no longer stay awake. In their vulnerability and 
weakness, they relinquish themselves up to the care of a parent - a parent who swaddles and paces them 
to sleep. A baby’s very nature demands that it rely on a sacrificial parent.

In the same way, all our efforts to pacify ourselves ultimately break down. Lasting peace arrives when we let 
go of our pride, our expectations, our status, our talents and embrace the reality of our weakness. We are 
all like the grass that quickly withers. This relinquishing, in our everyday moments, allows the life of Christ to 
re-seed our hearts. We take his name. We take his identity and our roots grow down while the world keeps 
spinning. God then comforts us himself - not from a distance but as one who entered the world just as we 
did, in vulnerability. 



The Nativity, an icon from Gostinopolye Church of St. Nicholas by Unknown Master. Circa 1475. Russia.

HOPING FOR JUSTICE
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WEEK TWO, SUNDAY

Isaiah 11:1-10
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of 
his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by 
what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he 
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall 
strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall 
kill the wicked.

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt 
around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead 
them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and 
the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall 
put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 
mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea. Return of the Remnant of Israel and Judah. On that 
day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.
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WEEK TWO, MONDAY

WORSHIP

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 21

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

 - “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 24:1-16a, 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

God of timeless grace,  
you fill us with joyful expectation.  
Make us ready for the message that prepares the way,  
that with uprightness of heart and holy joy  
we may eagerly await the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

                    - Weekly Prayer 
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WEEK TWO, MONDAY

REFLECTION
- Jared Ayers

In November of 2007, in celebration of its 150th anniversary, The Atlantic Magazine invited an eclectic 
mix of leading scholars, novelists, politicians, and artists to write 300-word essays on “the future of the 
American idea.” The popular atheist author Sam Harris penned a punchy piece entitled “God-Drunk 
Society,” in which he lamented that “(many Americans) apparently believe that Jesus will return 
someday and orchestrate the end of the world with his magic powers. This hankering for a 
denominational, spiritual oblivion is not a good bet, much less a useful idea. And yet, abject 
superstition of this kind engorges our nation from sea to shining sea... it need not be so... We could 
lead the world in wise environmental policies, scientific education, medical research, aid to developing 
countries, and every other project relevant to the durable welfare of humanity.”

This is a sentiment that many people share. And yet, the sturdy old voice of Isaiah tells us a different 
story: that the promise of Jesus is good news for this world. The hope that those of us who follow 
Jesus hang onto for dear life isn’t of some future oblivion, but that, through Jesus, God has and will 
address the pain, death, and tears of this world! This hope is the kind of good news that has long 
energized followers of Jesus to heal sick bodies, fill hungry bellies, and stand up for the kicked-down.  
Nothing, in fact, may be more urgently relevant to humanity’s durable welfare than the promise in 
Isaiah that “the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea” (11.9).
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WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 21

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 41:14-20, Romans 15:14-21

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

God of timeless grace,  
you fill us with joyful expectation.  
Make us ready for the message that prepares the way,  
that with uprightness of heart and holy joy  
we may eagerly await the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

                     - Weekly Prayer 

WEEK TWO, TUESDAY
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WEEK TWO, TUESDAY

REFLECTION
- Brad Nelson

A shoot will come up out of a stump. Not a mighty tree. A stump, and a shoot no less. The Spirit of the 
Lord will rest on him. Not course through his veins with eye-popping fury. It will rest. With wisdom He 
will judge, not by what he sees-which is how any sensible person would judge. He’ll strike the earth 
with his mouth? With his breath he’ll slay? Wolves and lambs, leopards and goats, calves and lions, 
cows and bears, kids and cobras. In other words, the peace and the justice you’re waiting for aren’t go-
ing to look anything like what you’d expect. In fact, they’ll probably look like foolishness.

In this way, the Advent of Christ is more like a fairy tale. Nothing is as it seems. The good guys and the 
bad guys. Us and them. In fact, the passage oozes with Hebrew wisdom, which is surprisingly counter-
intuitive. Dr. Carol Bechtel writes that wisdom is, “Living in the world in such a way that God and God’s 
intentions for the world are acknowledged in all things, which ultimately leads to a well ordered life and 
a peaceful existence.” All things is the operative phrase. Not just the things that appear harmless be-
cause, of course, there are many things that appear good but are actually lethal and vice versa. 

Sometimes injustice is obvious. Human trafficking, child abuse, and the sort. But most of the time injus-
tice is hidden in plain sight. Not somewhere out there, among “those people,” but closer, right here, 
among ourselves. It’s telling that when Jesus, the long expected one, inaugurated the “glorious place of 
rest” that Isaiah wrote about, it wasn’t the pagan Romans whose feet he held to the fire. It was the chil-
dren of Israel. For God, dealing with injustice always starts at home. Unfortunately, very few people ex-
pected that.
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WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 21

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE Genesis 15:1-18, Matthew 12:33-37

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

God of timeless grace,  
you fill us with joyful expectation.  
Make us ready for the message that prepares the way,  
that with uprightness of heart and holy joy  
we may eagerly await the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.        

                     - Weekly Prayer 

WEEK TWO, WEDNESDAY



REFLECTION
- Paul Burkhart

First, a question.
Think back on the Christmas story. After Jesus is born, when he's about three years old, King Herod 
puts out a decree calling for the death of all infants, trying to kill Jesus. An angel comes to Joseph in a 
dream and tells him to flee to Egypt to prevent Jesus from dying in this slaughter.

Here’s the question: why flee to Egypt? 

If they stayed and Herod killed the child Jesus, wouldn't that still be the Son of God dying unjustly at the 
hands of a Roman provincial governor? Why go to all that effort to wait 30 years later for the same thing 
to happen on a cross?

In order for the mission of Advent to be complete, Jesus needed to taste much more than human death. 
He needed to taste human life. He needed to taste the totality of injustice that reigns in this world and 
our hearts. And at three years old, he hadn't.

The presence of sin and injustice in this world is something that infects far more than our actions and 
motives. It is comprehensive: it’s in our relationships, our bodies, our crops, and our governance; it’s in 
our entertainment, our sport, our humor, and our weather; it’s in our technology, art, science, and his-
tory. It’s woven into the most meaningful and most intimate parts of our human lives and existence.

And in Adventing, Jesus intended to make it all new.

Gregory of Naziaznus, a 4th-century Church leader, once said, “What Christ did not taste, Christ did not 
redeem.” If there is any injustice in your life and this world that Jesus didn’t experience or undergo, 
then it was not paid for on the cross and we have no hope in its redemption. 

The beauty and good news of Advent is that, in Jesus, God has tasted our injustices and has made 
them new. He took the absolute injustice that infects our world and hearts and let it infect him, so when 
he dies, he kills injustice in his own body, or as Paul puts it: “he condemned sin the flesh.” It's not just 
Christ’s death that saves us, but also his life.

 “No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground. 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found. 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found.”
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WEEK TWO, WEDNESDAY



 
WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15 

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 146:5-10

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE Ruth 1:6-18, 2 Peter 3:1-10

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

God of timeless grace,  
you fill us with joyful expectation.  
Make us ready for the message that prepares the way,  
that with uprightness of heart and holy joy  
we may eagerly await the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

                      - Weekly Prayer 
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WEEK TWO, THURSDAY
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WEEK TWO, THURSDAY

REFLECTION
- Katharine Savage

“The point of justice and mercy anyway is not ‘they deserve it’ but ‘this is the 
way God’s world should be,’ and we are called to do those things that truly 

anticipate the way God’s world WILL be.”

     --N.T. Wright

The weight of systemic corruption, in our world, is sometimes enough to make us give up and check 
our Facebook feed one more time. As Christians, though, we are called to be the the visionaries for hu-
manity - to see the promised light in the midst of staggering darkness. We like to shy away from the no-
tion of God’s judgement. But God’s judgement and his justice for the world go hand in hand. When God 
declares something is wrong, it is not so he can find someone to punish. It is so he can make it right 
again. God is in the business of remaking his whole creation and God’s coming judgement on earth initi-
ates his promised and complete restoration. As Christians, we work for justice because it matters now 
and also because it signals to the world a beautiful reality to come.
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WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 146:5-10

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE Ruth 4:13-17, 2 Peter 3:11-18

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13                 

God of timeless grace,  
you fill us with joyful expectation.  
Make us ready for the message that prepares the way,  
that with uprightness of heart and holy joy  
we may eagerly await the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

                      - Weekly Prayer 

WEEK TWO, FRIDAY
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WEEK TWO, FRIDAY

REFLECTION
- Adam Lorenz

After nearly a year, it still hurt. 

It still woke me at night - that feeling of loss, of loneliness, of heartbreak. I carried it on my sleeve and it influ-
enced all my relationships. I guess that’s what happens when you talk of forever, of love, of another… only 
to have it end. 

She had moved on, I had not. Though I could say convincingly to others that I wished her well, deep down I 
was waiting for her to get hers - to experience the pain, the hurt, the brokenness that I felt. I longed for 
things to be made right, for the pain to make sense. I cried. I cried out for understanding. I cried out for jus-
tice. 

But was it truly justice I longed for? 

In the midst of this, a caring mentor reminded me of a simple truth - that when we are wronged, we long for 
justice, but when we have wronged we long for mercy. Often when we speak of justice, what we are really 
speaking of is punishment - pain and wrath for another. 

Yet a love so full of justice that bleeds grace has been extended towards us. This advent season, as we ea-
gerly look toward a child, we hear not a cry for justice but only the true cry of mercy. In this infant Christ,-His 
cry is for us and to us – is showing and inviting us into real justice, and that is everlasting mercy.



30

WEEK TWO,  SATURDAY
 
WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 146:5-10

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE READINGS 1 Samuel 2:1-8 Luke 3:1-18

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

God of timeless grace,  
you fill us with joyful expectation.  
Make us ready for the message that prepares the way,  
that with uprightness of heart and holy joy  
we may eagerly await the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

                   - Weekly Prayer 
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WEEK TWO,  SATURDAY
REFLECTION
- Carissa Woodwyk

How much do you just sit and watch children? I mean really watch, soak in, experience? They're always moving. 
They're always growing. They're always pushing forwards. 

They don't stay content with crawling. They want to walk.
They don't stay content with pointing and sounding out letters. They want to read.
They don't stay content listening to music. They want to make it.

And they should. That's the way they were created to be.

And the parents, the adults – we're cheering and encouraging and welcoming the milestones. Everything inside of 
us wants them to learn and grow and create and become...what God dreams for them. We believe there's an 
invitation to participate in their maturity, in their movement, onward.
 
And we should. That's the way we were created to be.

As humans, we weren't created to stop or become complacent with where we've arrived, with “what is.” Yes, part 
of the journey is finding our way to acceptance and contentment and gratitude. Yet there's this divine sense, that 
God's larger story is always pulling us forward, rescuing, being bought back – by him, for him.

We experience the impact of living in a broken world every day – broken cars and bones and systems and 
relationships. Even broken pieces within creation. There are moments and days when it's easy to feel stuck in all 
that's wrong in life, in all that's “supposed to be.” It's heavy, and at times, it can even feel unfair, despairing. And, 
rightly so. So many things fall short of what God intended “in the beginning.”

But, do you ever have those moments in the midst of the despair, that something in you is groaning for 
more...beauty, love, reconciliation, wholeness? Maybe you feel it around you. Maybe you feel it inside of you. There's 
something within that gives you a sense of hope, a belief, that Aslan is on the move. 

And he is.

God's dream is that our world would be a world of justice, a place where things are “as they should be.” A place 
where his shalom, his heart, is being made known and experienced here, within us, around us. A place where his 
will is being done on earth, as it is in heaven. Maybe this is the ache inside us, what keeps us moving. Kingdom. 
Justice.

But to know where we're headed, where his story is headed, we have to know where we've come from. Naming 
what's ruptured helps us know what needs to be repaired, made new. And then, to be aware of, to participate in, 
the restoration, the redemption – of all that points towards his Kingdom.

So as we sit in anticipation during this advent season, yearning for more of him, let's keep dreaming of what “could 
be,” what “should be” – a glorious and mysterious recreation of what God intended for the world, for us. A place 
where his creation is living wide awake, where his beloved are living loved, where righteousness and justice flow.



The Cycle of Jesus’ Life: Nativity, Meister von Hohenfurth. Circa 1350 - Prauge. 

HOPING FOR HOME
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Isaiah 35:1-10
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blos-
som; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and sing-
ing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who 
are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come 
with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for 
joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the 
burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and 
rushes.

A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall 
not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall 
go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ran-
somed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away.
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WEEK THREE, SUNDAY



WORSHIP

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 42

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 29:17-24 Acts 5:12-16

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

God of timeless grace,  
you fill us with joyful expectation.  
Make us ready for the message that prepares the way,  
that with uprightness of heart and holy joy  
we may eagerly await the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

                     - Weekly Prayer
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WEEK THREE, MONDAY



REFLECTION

- Jared Ayers

After Hurricane Katrina devastated New Orleans, I led a team of people to the Gulf of Mexico to build or 
rebuild homes for people who’d suddenly become refugees when wind and rain descended on their 
houses.  I’ll never forget watching a man who, stepping back into his house that he’d assumed was 
good as gone, let the famous line from The Wizard of Oz slip from between his lips and big, joyous 
sobs: “There’s no place like home. There’s no place like home.”  

Home is a powerful metaphor (for those of enough fortunate enough to grow up in a healthy one) that 
evokes security, safety, belonging. Ultimately, this passage tells us, that all our longings for security and 
belonging are resolved in God. And this vivid poetry from Isaiah shows us what Jesus does for us: 
we’re blinded by our own brokenness, exiled in our own sin- but Jesus brings us back home to God!  

The poet G.K. Chesterton makes this good news vivid in a poem called “The House of Christmas”:

“...A Child in a foul stable, 
Where the beasts feed and foam; 
Only where He was homeless 
Are you and I at home; 
We have hands that fashion and heads that know, 
But our hearts we lost - how long ago! 
In a place no chart nor ship can show 
Under the sky's dome...

To an open house in the evening 
Home shall men come, 
To an older place than Eden 
And a taller town than Rome. 
To the end of the way of the wandering star, 
To the things that cannot be and that are, 
To the place where God was homeless 
And all men are at home.”

In Jesus, the God of the cosmos becomes homeless so that he can bring us Home!
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WEEK THREE, MONDAY
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WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 42

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE Ezekiel 47:1-12 Jude 17-25

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

God of timeless grace,  
you fill us with joyful expectation.  
Make us ready for the message that prepares the way,  
that with uprightness of heart and holy joy  
we may eagerly await the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

                     - Weekly Prayer 

WEEK THREE, TUESDAY
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WEEK THREE, TUESDAY

REFLECTION
- Jen

We’ve moved quite a few times. Pursuing a degree, heading toward some great opportunities, steering 
away from some not-so-great ones… we’ve been on a decade-long adventure. 

“Wow,” people say, “you’ve lived in so many different cities! How fun!” Sure, it is fun in a way. Checking 
out new restaurants, meeting all kinds of people, decorating homes and digging into local culture – for 
us? A treat! Still, there’s something about being the ‘new people’ endlessly – and having to relearn eve-
rything – that is exhausting. 

There have been times that, amidst a generally happy and fulfilling life, I have been surprised when an 
aching for home surfaces. Part of me misses the familiarity and certainty of being grounded. Maybe I’m 
sitting in a café – and there’s a table of girlfriends laughing and sharing stories. “That should be me!” I 
think, “But here I am, invisible – alone.”

Somewhere along the line I learned to get a jump-start on settling in. Why wait to be invited to dinner 
when I am happy to do the inviting myself? As we began to come out of the starting block befriending, 
welcoming, and inviting, I noticed something surprising: we weren’t the only ones looking for home. 

We weren’t the only people who longed for a sense of belonging and security. We, the nomads, the wan-
derers, the gypsies, we weren’t the only ones who could use a warm welcome, a warm meal and a 
warm heart. Most of us, in some way, feel a little disconnected, a little displaced. 

Don’t you?

At Christmas, Jesus makes his home with us. He dwells on earth to show us the way to true love, true 
security, true belonging. He makes a way for us to find home. 
  
May we dwell deeply in Christ, and allow him to dwell deeply in us. And may we extend his love and ac-
ceptance to others as we live out the Hope of Christmas. 
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WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 42

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE Zechariah 8:1-17, Matthew 8:14-17,28-34

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

God of timeless grace,  
you fill us with joyful expectation.  
Make us ready for the message that prepares the way,  
that with uprightness of heart and holy joy  
we may eagerly await the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

                   - Weekly Prayer 

WEEK THREE, WEDNESDAY



REFLECTION
- Brad Nelson

One wonders if prophets like Isaiah knew the full magnitude of the words they uttered. “Your God will 
come. He will come to save you.” The land itself will rejoice and burst into bloom. Water will spring in 
the desert. The weak will be strengthened, the lame will jump for joy, the blind will see and the deaf will 
hear. No longer will beasts stalk you. 

It’s almost hard to imagine the world Isaiah’s describing, we who are so familiar with parched land, the 
desert, and having eyes but not seeing and ears but not hearing. I’m half tempted to dismiss Isaiah’s 
exuberance as a poet’s loose way with words: pretty words, imaginative words, but not words that re-
flect the world I live in. 

Only there is something in them that is vaguely familiar, like when you recognize someone’s face but 
can’t quite place how you know them. “The ransomed of LORD will return,” which in Hebrew is the word 
shuv meaning to turn/return. In essence, the ransomed of the LORD will come home. That’s why words 
like these trigger a strange familiarity in many of us. Because the kind of abounding, utter peace and 
joy that Isaiah’s describing is our true home. 

In a world where brokenness is mostly the norm it’s easy to feel so dislocated that we forget where we 
came from. Especially when you consider that for many people the memory of home conjures images 
of deep pain. But as Thomas Merton says, the first word about every one of us is this: “beneath the bro-
ken surface of our lives, there remains a hidden wholeness.” Advent is a yearly reminder that our true 
home is the place of which Isaiah speaks, where the only things that will hunt you relentlessly are glad-
ness and joy. Your God has come to save you, to enter into the parched land with you and to make His 
home in your midst.  
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WEEK THREE, WEDNESDAY



 
WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 80:1-7:17-19

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE 2 Samuel 7:1-17, Galatians 3:23-29

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

God of timeless grace,  
you fill us with joyful expectation.  
Make us ready for the message that prepares the way,  
that with uprightness of heart and holy joy  
we may eagerly await the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

                     - Weekly Prayer 
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WEEK THREE, THURSDAY
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WEEK THREE, THURSDAY

REFLECTION
- Arlene Navarro

Home sweet home. That's what I whisper to myself after a long day of work when I walk in to my empty 
Art Museum apartment. It has become such a sentimental cliche, but it still expresses that longing, 
even when the reality is not so sweet sometimes.

A house is a necessity for human survival. A home is necessary for human fulfillment - emotional, men-
tal, spiritual, and social needs. House denotes physical space while home implies belongingness. In 
the bible, house and home were interchangeable. In the Old Testament, we also find the word ‘tent’. 
The nomad Israelites lived in tents in their 40 years of wandering in the desert as they yearned for the 
Promised Land. The tent was both their home and a symbol of their unsettled lives. As we move to the 
New Testament, the Christian church adapts the idea of home to itself, as they began to understand 
eternal life as the final and ideal home. 

I was born in the Philippines and have lived in the US most of my life now. I have lived in large cities like 
Manila, New York, London, San Francisco, and finally Philadelphia. In my 9th year of living in this city, 
on average, I have said more goodbyes to friends here than anywhere else. Being left behind is harder 
than the one leaving. It is very taxing for the soul. To me, that familiar uncomfortable feeling comes up - 
abandoned. I either fight it, run away from it, or simply shut down. It is very unsettling. 

In many ways the Israelite’s lives paralleled Jesus' life. Jesus was born in a lowly manger in Bethlehem, 
and his childhood home may be Nazareth. However, much of his life was never in one place. He was 
never settled, and often reflected a life of longing for home... to be at the right hand of God. Yet, no mat-
ter whom he was with or where he was, he was present. Those around him had a sense of belonging. In 
Christ Jesus, through faith we are all His sons and daughters. His spirit dwells in us as a guarantee that 
He will not abandon us. He lives in our tents. 

A day doesn't go by without me longing for a place of permanency, that someday none of us will be dis-
tributed in different places and different times anymore. Our life here on earth is a foreshadowing of 
what is to come. For Jesus has pitched a true tabernacle in the heavens and the day is coming when 
God will stretch out his tent over all those who have suffered the great tribulation. He will provide rest 
and security in the heavenly permanence of our home.
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WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 80:1-7:17-19

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE 2 Samuel 7:18-22, Galatians 4:1-7

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

God of timeless grace,  
you fill us with joyful expectation.  
Make us ready for the message that prepares the way,  
that with uprightness of heart and holy joy  
we may eagerly await the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

                - Weekly Prayer 

WEEK THREE, FRIDAY
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WEEK THREE, FRIDAY

REFLECTION
- Paul Burkhart
There is an incredibly profound way in which we don’t feel at Home in our own humanity.
Too often, Christians see their own personal spiritual growth as a loss, a lessening, or an abandoning of 
their own humanity. This can lead us to subtly use people and things to try and find our soul’s Home. And 
so we awake to find anxiety, manipulation, doubt, guilt, and self-loathing ruling and reigning so many parts 
of our lives and relationships. (Am I alone in this?)
We can sometimes think of Christianity as a process of our souls leaving the “Home” of their weakened hu-
manity and finding a “new, spiritual Home” in Jesus. The logic goes that you were originally one way, then 
Jesus “saved” you, and now you are able (and are commanded) to be something else, now that you are 
His.

But Advent radically flies in the face of this.

Advent tells us that Jesus did not come to make us something we were not, but to make us most truly who 
we actually have been all along; to bring about the rule and reign of the King under whose authority we are 
most free to become who we are apart from the self-disfiguring effects of sin and brokenness. 

In other words, he comes to clean out the Home of our humanity of all that threatens the peace, safety, se-
curity, love, and affirmation that should mark a home. And then he tells us to rest and flourish in that Home. 

In coming among us, Jesus shows us that he is in the business of renovation, not demolition.

Advent shows us that growing and changing as a Christian is not a process of growing “upward” towards 
becoming more like this amazing “super”-human that always seems to be out of our reach. God is not 
“above us” demanding we be like Him, but he has come down on our behalf and taken on a body and hu-
manity as it was meant to be lived. And so to be a Christian, and to be “Christ-like,” is, essentially, to be 
more human, not less. To feel our humanity as Home.

Christ’s Coming in Advent reminds us that God not only loves us, he also actually likes us—even as we live 
and move and breathe and screw up under the gracious and loving rule of His Kingdom. He delights in us 
in the fullness of our beautiful humanity which he took on himself. He does not see right past us or through 
us. He respects us with the dignity owed to those made in his image. 

O Holy Night! The stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of our dear Savior’s birth. 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining. 
Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth.

This season, as you notice those ways you don’t feel at Home in your body, your mind, your life, and you 
heart, may you be reminded that this is the same humanity—in all its weakness and frailty—that God Him-
self was overjoyed to make his Home. And he has. Let us rejoice.
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WEEK THREE,  SATURDAY
 
WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 80:1-7:17-19

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE READINGS 2 Samuel 7:23-29, John 3:31-36

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

God of timeless grace,  
you fill us with joyful expectation.  
Make us ready for the message that prepares the way,  
that with uprightness of heart and holy joy  
we may eagerly await the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

                     - Weekly Prayer 
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WEEK THREE,  SATURDAY

REFLECTION
- Adam Lorenz

There is a period in all our lives when we are floating between stages – often in that transition between child-
hood and adulthood. That time where we are figuring it all out, making it our own and searching. It takes us in 
different directions, this way and that - trying on different hats and shoes, professions and dreams. 

Deep within us we are always searching. 

What are we searching for? What are we longing for? A feeling, a hope, a place where things make sense? 
We look outside ourselves to the world, to another, to the next life. A place free of confusion and pain, of 
doubt and frustration – a safe haven, a home. 

We have a deep longing for a home.

There is this beautiful downward movement we find in Scripture. Where we see a God who is continually 
moving towards His creation, tirelessly seeking and searching for us. His pursuit for a people leads Him to 
speak through and to individuals – in the prophets and priests, in the matriarchs and patriarchs, through the 
confused and in His creation - taking on differing forms and functions in this attempt to reconnect. 

And then in an infant it all comes to its fullness. 

In the weak and vulnerable body of a newborn holds the Divine – this Immanuel. Whose cry of arrival is one 
of relief that He is finally in the place He always hoped to be, among and with His creation. 

His deep longing is to be with us now fulfilled. 



The Holy Family, by Giorgione. Circa 1508 - Venice. 

HOPING FOR GOD WITH US
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Isaiah 7:10-16
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put 
the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little 
for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord him-
self will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a 
son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings 
you are in dread will be deserted. 
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WEEK FOUR, SUNDAY



WORSHIP

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 97

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE Genesis 17:15-22, Galatians 4:8-20

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

O God of Elizabeth and Mary,  
you visited your servants with news of the world's redemption 
in the coming of the Savior.  
Make our hearts leap with joy,  
and fill our mouths with songs of praise,  
that we may announce glad tidings of peace,  
and welcome the Christ in our midst. Amen.

                  - Weekly Prayer
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WEEK FOUR, MONDAY



REFLECTION

- Jared Ayers

Staring at other people and crying are two things we don’t typically do in public. But in the spring of 
2010, both happened in abundance at an exhibit entitled “The Artist is Present,” at New York’s Museum 
of Modern Art. Marina Abramovic, a Yugoslav-born performance artist, invited passers-by to become 
participants in her creation. The elements of the exhibit were simple, elemental: a simple table, with two 
chairs; Marina in one, in a long, sweeping white or red dress. And in the other, anyone who wanted to 
sit down. Anyone who wanted to could sit down across the table from Marina for as short or long as 
she/he liked.  For 2 1/2 months, for every hour the MoMA was open, Marina sat there.  

Photographer Marco Anelli captured arresting pictures of every single person- more than 1500 of them- 
who sat across the table from Marina. On MoMA’s site, they’re posted, together with a listing of how 
long each sat with Abramovic. The collection of human faces is striking: all the diversity of an urban cen-
ter, in rapt joy, poignant longing, or entranced attention.

What was it about sitting for a few silent, uninterrupted minutes across from a complete stranger that 
could evoke such emotion from so many? I think it’s this: presence. Connection. I suspect many found 
Marina’s performance piece moving because she offered them the rare gift of being completely, person-
ally present. This was immediate connection- no language barrier, no noise, no technology, no agenda.

What this one performance artist offered 2 months’ worth of people on 53rd St. in Manhattan is a small 
window to what the living God offers the cosmos in the birth of this mystery-child in Isaiah 7, who him-
self is a signpost forward to a mysterious little baby born several hundred years later named Jesus of 
Nazareth. “Immanuel.” “God-with-us.” Here’s the stunning news of Christmas: God is present.
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WEEK FOUR, MONDAY
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WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 97

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 62:6-12, Titus 3:4-7, Luke 2:1-20

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

O God of Elizabeth and Mary,  
you visited your servants with news of the world's redemption 
in the coming of the Savior.  
Make our hearts leap with joy,  
and fill our mouths with songs of praise,  
that we may announce glad tidings of peace,  
and welcome the Christ in our midst. Amen.

                    - Weekly Prayer 

WEEK FOUR, TUESDAY
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WEEK FOUR, TUESDAY

REFLECTION
- Carissa Woodwyk

It's the day before.

Maybe you feel rushed and hassled and hurried, or maybe you're ready and eager and excited. You've been 
prepping for days, maybe even weeks, for Christmas morning. And it's almost here.

Inside, as you've entered into this advent season, you've experienced a longing, a waiting, for what is to come 
– for you, for your family, for this world – the day we remember the significant birth of a baby, a baby who was 
birthed to save the world.

But this waiting, it hasn't been without or depleted of this baby, of his life. He's been in the waiting. His pres-
ence, his spirit – it's been here all along. Have you seen it? Have you felt it? Have you embraced it? 

He's here. In the waiting.

And he will come. Again. In the morning.

His hope, his peace, his joy, his love – it comes again and again and again. Anticipate it. Participate with it. The 
baby that was born that night embodied all of this. All of what we need was wrapped in that swaddling blanket. 
He was for...us.

Stunning.

Perhaps tomorrow is less about what is to come, than what has already come. Maybe today, as we wait, God 
awaits, with us – to make his love, his compassion, more known to us, like as a mother whose love overflows as 
she holds her swaddled baby.

So tonight, light a candle. And as you gaze upon the flame, speak out loud, “Come, Lord Jesus Come...make 
known to us what you have already birthed within us, in your world. Come find the desolate places that need 
more light, more of you – your hope, your peace, your joy, your love. Come, Lord Jesus, Come.”

Tonight, as the sun sets, and tomorrow as the sun rises, may your anticipation transform into participation, with 
him, the Savior of the world.

See him...in the faces lit up around you.

Feel him...in the body and blood and skin you wear.

Embrace him...in the wonder and awe and miracle that marks the day we call Christmas.

“Come, Lord Jesus, Come.”
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WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 98

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 52:7-10, Hebrews 1:1-12, John 1:1-14

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32\

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

O God of Elizabeth and Mary,  
you visited your servants with news of the world's redemption 
in the coming of the Savior.  
Make our hearts leap with joy,  
and fill our mouths with songs of praise,  
that we may announce glad tidings of peace,  
and welcome the Christ in our midst. Amen.

                   - Weekly Prayer 

WEEK FOUR, WEDNESDAY



REFLECTION
- Brad Nelson

Shortly after Jesus died, two of his disciples were making the long walk home, back to Emmaus. As 
they walked along, a traveler joined them and asked what they were discussing. They told him all about 
what had happened and about Jesus of Nazareth and how he’d been killed. “But we had hoped,” they 
said. “We had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel.”

They had been hoping for God to be with them. To redeem them. To make them and their world whole. 
And in a way I think, at bottom, that is what all of us hope for, whether we know it or not. 

Christmas, beneath the layers of all we have made it into, is a celebration of the fact that God has come 
among us and begun doing this very thing. But like the disciples on the way to Emmaus, we’re often 
slow to recognize it. His coming is so unexpected: an infant Messiah in a back country farm stall. A 
stranger on the road to Emmaus. 

Christmas is not just remembering that Christ was born in Bethlehem thousands of years ago. It’s also 
remembering the myriad ways Christ has entered our lives at different times and brought us healing 
and comfort. I remember once writing a thank you letter to a group of people who’d traveled with me 
through the darkest time of my life, a time when I almost gave up on Christ because he was so seem-
ingly absent. As I wrote the letter it dawned on me that God had been present with me all along, I just 
had’t recognized it because God looked so much like them. There are moments when people speak 
such timely words of truth and grace to us that, for all we know, they may be the face of Christ. 

The truth is Christmas comes every time our eyes are open to this, and we celebrate Christmas every 
time we choose to be the presence of Christ to others.
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WEEK FOUR, WEDNESDAY



 
WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 148

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 7:10-16, Acts 7:59-8:8

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

O God of Elizabeth and Mary,  
you visited your servants with news of the world's redemption 
in the coming of the Savior.  
Make our hearts leap with joy,  
and fill our mouths with songs of praise,  
that we may announce glad tidings of peace,  
and welcome the Christ in our midst. Amen.

                     - Weekly Prayer 
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WEEK FOUR, THURSDAY
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WEEK FOUR, THURSDAY

REFLECTION
- Linda Lyzenga

Theologian I am not, so I’m not here to debate theological concepts of God’s omnipresence. I’m a simple 
practitioner trying to follow in the footsteps of Brother Andrew who daily practiced the Presence of God. I’m 
passionate about this practice and hold shamelessly – year ‘round – to Advent’s claim: Immanuel, God with 
us.  
 
Since God is love, as 1 John 4:8 says, and Romans 8:38-39 convinces me that nothing is able to separate 
us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord, I know that I can believe the writer of Hebrews 13:5 
when he claims that God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” 

Here then, is something that I’m really curious about  - how is it that many Christian people have coined the 
phrase, “and then, God showed up?” How is it that so many Christians sit around waiting for God to show 
up? 

May your unfailing love be with us, Lord, even as we put our hope in you. -Psalm 33:22

Israel, put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love and with him is full redemption. -Psalm 
130:7

In his name the nations will put their hope. -Matthew 12:21
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WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 148

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE Proverbs 8:22-31, 1 John 5:1-12

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

O God of Elizabeth and Mary,  
you visited your servants with news of the world's redemption 
in the coming of the Savior.  
Make our hearts leap with joy,  
and fill our mouths with songs of praise,  
that we may announce glad tidings of peace,  
and welcome the Christ in our midst. Amen.

                   - Weekly Prayer 

WEEK FOUR, FRIDAY
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WEEK FOUR, FRIDAY

REFLECTION
- Jen Wise 

Christmas. It has come! Jesus. He is here!

We’ve been waiting and anticipating and celebrating and hoping for a FULL MONTH. 

Are you tired?

Sisters and brothers: don’t let it go so quickly. I hear you – I’m with you. There has been a lot of work to do. 
You’ve been wrapping gifts, cooking and baking, partying ad nauseam, and making last minute, panicked shop-
ping trips. Your stack of perfectly wrapped gifts has transformed into the remains of a toy/paper/bow/packaging 
tornado. Your lovely and perfectly placed decorations are now closing in on you. Still, He is come! He is here!

This is the beautiful mystery: Christ is here and Christ will come. 

So now, as you begin to tuck things away and take down the lights, rejoice and celebrate. Revel in the close-
ness, the present-ness of God here with us. Be mindful of him –his love, his comfort, his faithfulness that is right 
here, right now.

And yet, our hope doesn’t stop at Christmas – it keeps hoping. We hope for the fullness of a restored world and 
restored relationship. What starts at Christmas will continue through to completion. And us? We get to be a part 
of that. 

Let’s move forward, bringing the hope of Christmas with us. Let’s celebrate Christ here, in our lives, in our 
hearts. And let’s remember the promise of God-with-us that we share and extend to others. 

How will you live out the Good News and Hope of Christmas this year? How will you share it with the world?

“Turn around and believe that the good news that we are loved is better than we ever dared hope, 
and that to believe in that good news, to live out of it and toward it, to be in love with that good news, 

is of all glad things in this world the gladdest thing of all. Amen, and come Lord Jesus.” 
― Frederick Buechner
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WEEK FOUR,  SATURDAY
 
WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15 

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 148

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 49:13-23, Matthew 18:1-14

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

O God of Elizabeth and Mary,  
you visited your servants with news of the world's redemption 
in the coming of the Savior.  
Make our hearts leap with joy,  
and fill our mouths with songs of praise,  
that we may announce glad tidings of peace,  
and welcome the Christ in our midst. Amen.

                 - Weekly Prayer 
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WEEK FOUR,  SATURDAY

REFLECTION
- Paul Burkhart

If you’ve been keeping up with this Prayerbook, then congratulations! I hope it’s spoken to you and you 
have experienced God in its readings and meditations.

That being said, you might be wondering: why is this Prayerbook continuing after Christmas Day?

It was only a couple of years ago I found out that in the Church Calendar, Christmas is not just a day—it’s 
an entire season! Advent Season leads into Christmas Season. Why is this? Advent has a similar relation-
ship to Christmas that Lent does to Easter: it’s meant to be the time of reflection, preparation, and repen-
tance that prepares us for the unbridled, no limits, over-the-top celebration and joy of Christmas. Our spiri-
tual ancestors knew that celebration takes time and preparation. That’s what Advent has been.

But now we’re in the Christmas Season—the time of complete unfettered celebration. But why?

If you look at our reading from Isaiah 7, this child—Immanuel (which means “God with us”)—was going to 
come as a “sign,” a picture of something that would happen in the future to Ahaz’s Kingdom and the land of 
God’ people.

In our Christmas celebration, we celebrate that Jesus is the fulfillment of Immanuel, because he is God with 
us. But our celebration doesn’t just come from remembering how God was with us in Jesus, but it also 
comes from seeing how God is with us in Jesus, and how he will be with us in the world to come.

We can sometimes focus so much on the Christmas story and wise men, mangers, and shepherds that we 
forget that the birth of Jesus, just like the birth of that child in Isaiah, is also a sign of something to happen 
in the future to God’s Kingdom and God’s Earth.

At Christmas, we not only remember one Advent of Jesus, we also look forward to his second Advent at 
the end of history. In God’s first Advent in Jesus, he accomplished everything necessary for his second Ad-
vent to be the place of complete and unending joy of which our Christmas celebrating is just a taste. 
The peace the angels heralded that Christmas night was not only for the shepherds then, but it also looks 
forward to the World to Come. That world in which every tear and sin is wiped away.  Where every injustice 
and suffering finds its answer. Where everything in history finds it fulfillment, satisfaction, and culmination. 
Where Jesus, the One for Whom our souls were made, is with us completely and comprehensively and eter-
nally. 

And if that’s not reason to rejoice, I don’t know what is. So bring out the good food and drink, the old 
songs, and the close friends, because now is the time to celebrate loud and long. Merry, merry, Christmas.



Nativity Scene, by Unknown Master. Circa 1490 - Slovakia. 

HOPE HAS ARRIVED
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Isaiah 52:7-10
How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news,
who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see
the return of the Lord to Zion.

Break forth together into singing,
you ruins of Jerusalem;
for the Lord has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.

The Lord has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations;
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.
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WEEK FIVE, SUNDAY



WORSHIP

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 20

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 26:1-9, 2 Corinthians 4:16-18

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13

O Holy One, 
heavenly angels spoke to earthly shepherds 
and eternity entered time in the child of Bethlehem. 
Through the telling of the Christmas story, 
let our temporal lives be caught up in the eternal 
in that same child, 
that we might join shepherds and all the heavenly host 
in praising the coming of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

                  - Weekly Prayer
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WEEK FIVE, MONDAY



REFLECTION

- Jared Ayers

Some Sundays when we stand to begin singing at church, in between fumbling through the worship 
folder to find the song lyrics and corralling my three small children, I sometimes wonder at the oddness 
of what we’re doing.  

In reality, what our church does, and what the Church does in cathedrals, storefronts, huts, and sanctu-
aries around the world is strange. There aren’t many other settings in our particular cultural moment in 
which an adult stands and sings. Maybe you sing when cloaked in the anonymity of your shower at 
home, or when surrounded by thousands at your favorite band’s concert. But that’s probably it.

Interestingly, though, sociologists, historians, and others who study human beings deeply inform us 
that, across time and culture, in moments of celebration and catastrophe, people make music. In other 
words, when devastation and tragedy pay us a visit, we sing about it. And when moments of beauty, 
goodness, and grace sneak up on us and surprise us, we sing about it.

Isaiah tells us that we’ve got good news worth singing over: God’s come for us! God’s made things 
right in the world! At Christmas, we pray and preach and eat and drink- and, sing!- this good news: in 
the infant figure of Jesus of Nazareth, born in a feed trough in a cave in a nowhere-town in the Middle 
East, the God of the universe has rolled up his sleeves to rescue us.  

God’s here for us! God’s among us in Jesus! God’s rescuing us! That’s good news worth clearing your 
throat and singing about.
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WEEK FIVE, MONDAY
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WORSHIP 
 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise! 

- Psalm 51:15

 
Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so 
it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri” 

Psalm 8

Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so it shall ever be, world without end. Alleluia! Amen! 

- “Gloria Patri”

SCRIPTURE Ecclesiastes 3:1-13, Revelation 21:1-6a, Matthew 25:31-46

Lord, you now have set your servant free to go in peace as you have promised; for these eyes of mine have 
seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world to see: a Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

- Song of Simeon, or “Nunc Dimittis” 
From Luke 2:29-32

PRAYERS

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us, Save us from 
the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

- from Matthew 6:9-13                  

O Holy One, 
heavenly angels spoke to earthly shepherds 
and eternity entered time in the child of Bethlehem. 
Through the telling of the Christmas story, 
let our temporal lives be caught up in the eternal 
in that same child, 
that we might join shepherds and all the heavenly host 
in praising the coming of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
                    - Weekly Prayer

WEEK FIVE, TUESDAY
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WEEK FIVE, TUESDAY

REFLECTION

First Coming, by Madeleine L’Engle

He did not wait till the world was ready, 
till men and nations were at peace. 

He came when the Heavens were unsteady, 
and prisoners cried out for release.
He did not wait for the perfect time. 

He came when the need was deep and great. 
He dined with sinners in all their grime, 

turned water into wine.
He did not wait till hearts were pure. 

In joy he came to a tarnished world of sin and doubt. 
To a world like ours, of anguished shame 
he came, and his Light would not go out.
He came to a world which did not mesh, 

to heal its tangles, shield its scorn. 
In the mystery of the Word made Flesh 

the Maker of the stars was born.
We cannot wait till the world is sane 
to raise our songs with joyful voice, 

for to share our grief, to touch our pain, 
He came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice!

from A Cry Like a Bell

 


